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President’s Message: 

The alarm clangs and you shut it off, pull the covers up over your head, roll over and go back to sleep.  You look at your sewing 
machine, thinking you should sit down and sew.  You should dust off the keys of the piano, sit down and play a song or two. As 
you walk past your art studio or painting area and look longingly at the empty canvas and dry paintbrushes, you wish you could 
think of what to paint. Perhaps you should clean the drawers in the kitchen, clear off the shelves in the laundry room…   Instead 
you sit back in the recliner and go through the channels on the television to see what you might want to watch. Has your energy 
faded and chocolate does not seem to help or even enhance your mood?  
  
You may be suffering from the winter doldrums. The meaning of doldrums is a state or period of inactivity, stagnation or          
depression.  Are you lacking motivation and inspiration?  First, there is hope ahead as spring is just around the corner with the 
promise of sunshine!  Other ideas to help boost your body and mind besides a healthy diet, exercise and good sleep habits:  
  
Schedule a time daily to create. 
Read inspiring speeches, artist biographies, study art books.  
Listen to upbeat music and dance as if no one is looking!  
Watch movies and films that inspire with stories of art or artists. 
Do something that makes you laugh.  Milton Berle once said, “Laughter is an instant vacation.” 
Associate with other artist friends who listen and encourage. 
Volunteer, get involved, practice daily acts of kindness.  
Sign up for classes – attend workshops: learn something new. 
Visit Art Galleries and Art Museums in your city or out of town. 
  
We are fortunate to belong to Omaha Artists Inc and to have the opportunity to enjoy instructional workshops and attend                  
motivating and inspiring luncheon programs.  We have volunteer positions on our board offering a better chance to know art 
events in Omaha and to have lasting friendships with the promotion of positivity and happiness.  Members can show and sell 
their art at our own art shows.  Scholarships are offered for members to learn and improve. Being a member of OAI, you are able 
to join ANAC, the Association of Nebraska Art Clubs:  it is a learning and rewarding experience to become acquainted with other 
art clubs.  Last month, I was asked to speak in Fremont at the Gallery 92 Luncheon and thoroughly enjoyed visiting with the 
guests and looking at the fabulous art on display.  I encourage you to visit other art clubs, galleries and museums in Nebraska and 
other cities.       
  
One of the ways to experience art museums is join us for the annual Joslyn Art Museum tour this month.  You will see details in 
this newsletter.  We wish to thank our member, Pat Lontor for always making possible this experience of education and              
enjoyment. Usually I share a quote in my monthly message-not this time. This month, Pat Lontor, our spotlight member shares 
her favorite quote which correlates with getting our creativity back ‘in the groove’ when seeking to beat those winter blues.  
  
May you have a spring in your step, 
  
Katie Johnson 



 Barbara Mathewson 402-339-7785 mspiggy0219@aol.com 

COURTESY 

Cards sent to New members: 

 
• Mike Thomson 
• Pamela Cates 
• Dennis Joy 
 
Get Well card sent to: 
 
• Katie Johnson 

Shirley Schmidt 402-592-4873 / Neva Cozine 402-515-4307 / Sheila Scarborough 402-597-1452 

 

 

FUNSHOP 
 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 - 9:00 am - 12:00 Noon 
Lutheran Church of the Master - 2617 South 114th Street - Omaha, NE 
Members $4 / Non-Members $5 – Invite a friend to join in the fun! 
Bring a snack to share – coffee/water is proviided 

 
Title: “ALL THE SAME (materials)ALL DIFFERENT (results)” 
Instructor:  Margaret (Peg) Watkins 
 
Peg Watkins holds undergraduate degrees in Fine Arts (thesis work in ceramics) and K-12 Education. She also earned a 
Masters Degree in Management. She has taught all areas of art in a school setting, as well as a recreational setting 
and worked for the Omaha Parks & Recreation Department for 27 years before retiring in 2007 to devote her efforts 
to her art. 
 
Over the years, Peg has worked in a variety of media - thirty years hand building clay, over 16 years exploring glass 
fusion, and in 2011, she re-discovered her paint brush. After many years working with glass and clay she was anxious to 
see how that background could translate to acrylic & oil painting. She took a number of classes with Diane 
Lounsberry-Williams, and attended the 2017 Autumn Art Workshop in Aurora, taking a 5 day workshop with Joan 
Fullerton.  
 
Peg joined Omaha Artists, Inc. in the spring of 2017 and has received a number of awards.  She also received an Award 
of Excellence in the 2019 ANAC show. Peg entered one piece that received 1st place in an OAI show in the 2019 NE 
Biennial at the 1516 Gallery it was accepted and sold to National Indemnity. OAI also honored her with a scholarship 
that she used to purchase a USB cold wax class offered by Rebecca Crowell & Jerry McLaughlin. She currently works 
mostly in oil/cold wax. 
 
In, 2013 working with a local interior designer, she completed 10 original works: acrylic and some gold leaf for a 
Riverfront condo. She currently sells her glass work and small paintings at Joslyn Museum and at the Old Market Artists 
Gallery, 
 
By using the same colors and supplies letʼs see what this creative group can develop.  Lesson will be based on abstract 
painting with an emphasis on color, line and texture.  So leave your landscape, portrait and floral brains at home! 
 
Every Painting Begins With a Great Abstract .... Bob Burridge 
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SUPPLIES TO BRING: 
4-5 painting surfaces at least 8”x8”.   
TO DO BEFORE CLASS: Gesso each piece with a base coat on the painting surfaces; let dry.  Then paint each 
piece with one of the colors allowed (purple, red, lime, white or black).  Each piece can be the same or a different color.  
 
1” paint brush: NO OTHER BRUSHES (howʼs that for messing with your comfort level) 
1” flat end putty knife (bent handle is best, but any kind will work) 
1 additional palette knife or popsicle sticks for mixing paint 
Brayers: 1 soft, 1 harder 
Squeegee: (old plastic gift/credit card works) 
Thin kitchen sponge (4”x5”) cut in half, NOT ones with a scratchy side 
Heavy/soft paper towels (I prefer the blue workshop ones) 
Two medium sized water bowls 
Something to mix paint on 
Hair dryer to help dry paint between layers 
 
*ACRYLIC PAINTS TO BRING:  NO OTHER COLORS ALLOWED 
white 
black 
purple 
turquoise 
lime green 
red 

FUNSHOP 

I was asked to speak at the Third Thursday Luncheon in Fremont, Nebraska, February 20th   Following the 
luncheon, it was a pleasure visiting and meeting those attending.  How exciting that two of the guests be-
came members of Omaha Artists Inc and came to our February luncheon here in Omaha.  It was an honor to 
share our story how Omaha Artists Inc reaches out to our community with projects like Art Bridge teaching 
ESL Students, Community Art Reach for the children (Child Life Center and Lied Transplant Center), the 
Meals on Wheels Christmas Paintings, Tangier Shriner’s Feztival of Trees,  (included our Christmas in July 
ornament-painting day)…and of our Fun Shops, Luncheon Programs, Art Shows, Cookbook Fundraiser, and 
our 75-year-upcoming Gala. My own story was telling how Omaha Artists Inc helped a new Omaha citizen, 
with much sadness in her past, to feel welcome.  I moved to the city not knowing many people and at the 
suggestion of my new husband, I found Omaha Artists Inc and attended a Fun Shop.  I was immediately wel-
comed by JoAnne Nielsen, Carol McCall and LaVonne Tripp.  My first luncheon program was the Joslyn Art 
Museum Tour where I met Patti Kounkel.  From my beginnings of hostessing and greeting to Fun Shop 
Chair to Program Chair, Vice President and then to President. Because of Omaha Artist Inc, I began painting 
again and got my joy back.  I thank you, my forever friends!   
  
Shown below at the luncheon seated left to right is:  Katie Johnson, OAI President, Diane Thomas, SA Quilt 
Association, Angie Olson, Advancement Director, Andrea Wimer, Gallery Assistant -  Photo by Kitty Hoden, 
FAAA Past President.  Second Photo is some of the artists who had their artwork in the 2020 Winter Art 
Show!            
                                    Katie Johnson                                                                                                                            

 

GALLERY 92 REPORT BY KATIE JOHNSON 
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March Luncheon Program is our Annual Tour!  Please join us  
at the Joslyn Art Museum, 2200 Dodge Street, Omaha 68102 

  
  
                                         DATE:  Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

  10:30 AM   Board Meeting, Abbott Lecture Hall   
  11:30 AM   Lunch on your own, Café Durham.  Tables will be reserved. 
  12:30 PM   General Meeting, Abbott Lecture Hall 
    1:00 PM Tour of the current special exhibition—Fact and Fiction in Contemporary Photography 
  
NOTE:  Joslyn members are admitted free to the exhibit.  Non- members will be charged a discounted fee 
of $5.00 instead of the normal $10.00. Do not pay at the front desk.  Please pay the $5.00 fee to Pat Lontor 
at the Board Meeting/General Meeting!  Thank you!   
  
We hope to see you there! --- 
Barbara Egr, Program Chair, Patti Kounkel, Event Coordinator and  Carol McCall, Reservationist  

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 Board Meeting 10:30/ Luncheon/General Meeting 12:30 

OAI LUNCHEON PROGRAM 

 Barbara Egr 402.686.0521 bschmidski@cox.net 

 

Linda Bernett 712.566.2322 gourdartstudios@aol.com 

Our Art Bridge team taught a lesson making stained glass hearts at our February lesson.                                               
There were 24 ESL students in attendance. The March class will be held on the first                                      
Wednesday of the month instead of the 2nd Wednesday due to spring break by OPS. We will                       
be working on a project making birds. 

ART BRIDGE 
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Sharon Clawson 402.572.8486 bsclaw001@hotmail.com 

Art Show /Art Shows  
Spring Art Show 
April 28 -May 31 
 
Hot Shops Art Studio  
1301 Nicholas St. 
Theme: “Shadows” 
 
Registration:Tuesday, April 28, 11 -1 pm 
Reception:Sunday, May 3, 2 -4 pm 
Take Down:Sunday, May 31, 2-4pm 
 
Image Size Guidelines 
We will be enforcing size guidelines, in order to give the shows a better look, and to avoid overcrowding. 
These sizes refer to the OUTSIDE EDGES OF THE FRAME 
 
•  3 pieces allowed 11 x 14 or smaller, (area of 154 square inches or smaller), each piece. Square inches are 
measured by multiplying the length by the width of the outside edge of the frame. 
• 2 pieces allowed at 30 x 30 or smaller, (are of 900 square inches or smaller). 
. 1 piece allowed larger then 30 x 30, with maximum size of 40 x 40, (1600 square inches). 
 
Sizes also may be figured by adding two adjacent sides, so smallest no bigger than 25 (11+14), middle size 
60, (30+30), and largest –when two sides added are greater than 60 but not larger than 80 total. 
 
 
Extra Show!! 
We will be at Lauritzen Botanical Gardens 
 
Theme:  "The Art of Nature" 
 
Registration:  Wednesday, July 29, 11 -1 pm 
Reception:  Sunday, August 2 from 2-4. 
Take Down: Sunday, September 20 - 2 -4 pm 
 
 
Fall  Art Show  
Gallery 92 in Fremont 
November, 2020 
dates to follow 
 
Please remember for all OAI Art Shows: 
1. - All art entered in our shows must be new pieces, that is within the last 2 years.  
2. They must have never been entered in any previous OAI art show.   
3.  They must have a wire hanger on the back.   
4.  They must be ready to hang - no putting glazes on while at the registration. 
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Spotlight Member Section featuring Pat Lontor  

Spotlight Member Section featuring Pat Lontor  

Tell us about you:   

 I grew up in a suburb, Bedford, about 15 miles from Cleveland, OH.  My parents had a couple acres of land, 
so I grew up with horses, chickens, dogs and cats.  I graduated from Bedford High School and then attended 
Ohio University in Athens, OH.  That is where I met my husband.  We were married and had our first daugh-
ter while we were still in college.  We both worked for the University and Chuck had several other part time 
jobs. 

Tell us about your history with Omaha Artists Inc:  

 I don’t remember the actual year I joined Omaha Artists.  We moved to Omaha in November 1989, so it was probably around 
1991 or 1992.  I have chaired several committees in the past as well as being the president. 

I like the fact that we have several art shows during the year which allows every member to get a chance to publicly show their 
art.  Also, there are some lovely people with the same interests as mine that I have met throughout the years. 

What I would recommend to new member—get involved!  that is the way you make friends and really enjoy the organization. 

How did you get involved with the Joslyn Art Museum and your history with the Joslyn?  

 I have moved several times during my adult life.  It is always easier to make friends when your children move with you.  Omaha 
was the second move without children.  They were young adults and of course did not want to move.  I have always been in-
volved with art, so I took a public tour at the Joslyn Art Museum and decided to become a docent.  That was the Fall of 
1990.  Training was a lot different at that time. I was thrown in with the experienced docents from day one.  It was very intimi-
dating to say the least. There were no computers, but Joslyn had a wonderful library where I spent a lot of time studying.   The 
first tour I gave was a special exhibition called “The Wanderers”.  It was Russian art from the mid-1800s from Russia.  Many of the 
famous Russian artists of the time were included.  It was really a great exhibit.  When I went to Russia, I went to the Russian Mu-
seum which was not on the tour itinerary and saw a lot of the art that had been at the Joslyn.  My earliest friendships in Omaha 
were made through being a docent. 

 How did you get involved in art?  What is your favorite medium?     

 I have always liked and been involved with art. My Dad was a good artist and his sister, my Aunt, had grad-
uated from the Cleveland Art Institute.  However, no one really encouraged me. I really became serious 
about painting when we were living in Baltimore. 

My favorite medium is oil.  I am a slow painter, oil dries slowly so it allows me to play with it.  I have tried 
pottery and welding among others.  I like both of them and learning the process helps a great deal in ex-
plaining a piece of artwork when I am giving a tour.  I have also done photography. 

  

  

What is a little-known fact about you?  

 I don’t know!!!  Perhaps the fact that I was a Girl Scout all through school (2nd through 12th grades) Our troop stayed together 
for all of those years.  Some great friendships were made.  As we got older, we worked all year to go on a trip in the summer.  We 
rented cottages on Lake Michigan, spent a week on Pelee Island in Lake Erie and went to a dude ranch in upstate NY among other 
trips.  I became a Scout Leader for each of my daughters.  A total of ten years.   I will never sleep in a tent again!!! 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?   I am a collector—not a hoarder, a collector!  It seems that I cannot have just one of 
anything.  I collect art and antiques among other things.  For years I have had an antique booth at Platte Valley Antiques. 

What are your favorite televisions shows?   

 Actually, I do not watch much TV.  However, I do love live plays and try to go to as many as possible. 

 

photo                          

unavailable 

page 7 



 What are your travel experiences?   

I have been lucky enough to travel quite a bit.  After my husband retired. we went to Europe several times, including to the 1994 
Olympics in Norway. We also tried to get together, as a family one week a year in different places.  I have been to Italy twice for an 
art workshop which was wonderful.  In the states I have taken lessons in Cleveland, Baltimore and St. Louis when we lived there. 
And when we moved to Omaha, I took lessons here. 

How do you stay motivated to paint - what inspires you?  Do you have words of wisdom to share? 

I have always tried to paint at least four to six hours a week, which is not much.  I am trying to do better now that I am getting old-
er and while I can still see and hold a brush!  Portraits inspire me, I love portraits—both painting them and looking at other por-
traits by other artists.  My house is full of portraits!  I have a group that meets in my basement one evening a week.  We hire a 
model and paint from life.  That inspires me.  The age range is huge, but we have all become friends.  Our art ties us together. 

Words of wisdom –that is tough.  My wisdom may not be someone else’s.  However, just make time for yourself and your art.  It is 
so easy to get caught up in something else and then regret that you have not done what you wanted.  Time goes by quickly. 

What are you known for? 

I really don’t know 

 What skills would you like to learn? 

 At my age I prefer to hone the skills I think I have.  

Has anything or anyone changed your life? 

My husband changed my life.  Thanks to him and his job we moved, met new people, expanded our experi-
ences, traveled and grew. 

What is your favorite quote or saying?  

“The cure for anything is saltwater:  sweat, tears or the sea”.   Isak Dinesen 

Spotlight Member Section featuring Pat Lontor  Photo                   
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Artist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title 

 
Artist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title 

TION OF NEBRASKA ART CLUBS (A                                                  
 ASSOCIATION OF NEBRASKA ART CLUBS (ANAC) 

                                           SELECTION SHOW 
 

Lutheran Church of the Master       2617 South 114th Street 
 

                            Wednesday, April 8, 2020 
Registration:  10:00 -10:30 a.m. 

 

TWO pieces of art are allowed for selection and both are eligible. 

 

Label both pieces of art on the back of your art with YOUR BUSINESS CARD WITH THE NAME OF YOUR 
ART ON IT   

 

ANAC paperwork and a $7.00 fee per art piece MUST be completed IF CHOSEN. 

 

Paperwork and Pick up time: Wednesday, April 8, at 12:30 p.m. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call an ANAC committee member. 

     Jo Anne Nielsen -402-250-6464 

           Dick Brown – 402-680-3373  

           Linda Jones -402-613-0966  

                    Karen Lastovica – 402-498-6423             

 

Judging for the Selection show will be on the upper level of the church in the fellowship hall.  Please use 
the east door.                                  
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Secretary: General Meeting: Judy Freeland  402.330.7839  judykf1@yahoo.com 

General Minutes 

Omaha Artist Inc. Board Meeting Minutes February 26, 2020 
Luncheon at Valentino’s. 
President: Katie Johnson, absent due to illness, Barbara Egr, Vice President stepped in. 
Secretary: Judy Freeland. Treasurer:  JoAnne Nielsen: Checking: $4,784.46. 
  
ANAC: State conference will be in Fremont June 10-13, 2020. JoAnne Nielsen reported membership dues, 
$12, are needed to in by March 1st. Art will be chosen on April 8th at 10:00 am at Lutheran Church of The 
Master. Selected pieces will be announced at 12:30 same day. 
  
Art Shows:  Thank you for picking up art at Gallery 92 on March 2nd. Chairman Sharon Clawson reported 
Hot Shops will host our next show, Tuesday, April 28th. Registration at 11-1. Reception will be Sunday, May 
3rd at 2-4pm. Take down Sunday, May 31 at 2-4pm. Theme is “Shadows”. Hot Shops takes no commission. 
Lorenzen Gardens will be our June 29th show with registration 11-1.  Reception not determined yet. Take 
down will be September 20th, 2-4pm. Theme is “Nature of Art” and commission is 25%. Gallery 92 will be 
our fall show. Details in a later newsletter. 
  
Cookbooks: JoAnne Nielsen and Susan Stevens have set May 1st as the deadline to get recipes in for the 
OAI cookbook. 
  
Community Art Bridge: Linda Bernett reported 24 people attended February’s class in which stained glass 
hearts were made. March 4th birds will be the theme.  
  
Community Art Reach: Sara Wamsat and Sally Calhoun reported OAI donated a $250 gift card to the Child 
Life Center and Lied Transplant Center. Unused art supplies are always needed. The hospital also asked for 
small frames (used in bereavement pouches) and mats students can place on their finished art. 
  
Courtesy: Barbara Mathewson is sending get well wishes from all of us to President, Katie Johnson, Barbara 
Mitchell who is in hospice and Marilyn Beig’s daughter. 
  
Fun Shop: Shirley Schmidt, Neva Cozine, Sheila Scarborough announced $79 was taken in February 19th at 
Lutheran Church of the Master’s Fun Shop.  Linda Guynn demonstrated lovely jewelry making. March 
18th  Fun shop will be “abstracts” taught by Peg Watkins. 
  
Luncheon/Dinner/Gala: Carol McCall and Patti Kounkel reported our Gala will be held at the Thompson 
Alumni Center located at UNO on October 2, 2020. They  also reported an unidentified donor gave us $250 
for our gala. 
  
Membership: Chair ladies Susan Stevens and JoAnne Nielsen reported 144 members. 
  
Newsletter: Linda Guynn asked that newsletter information be sent to her by March 7th. 
  
Programs: Chairman Barbra Egr announced our next Board luncheon March 25, would be at The Joslyn. 
The program “Photography Fact and Fiction” will follow lunch. Cost is your lunch and $5 if you are not a 
member of the Joslyn. Our program at today’s Valentino’s lunch and board meeting was the delightful Paula 
Wallace. A gifted illustrator and author of children’s books. I”m sure each of us took home at least one      
valuable message from the informative aspects of Paula’s career that she shared with us.  
  
New Business: Sara Wamsat shared news of an Art Garage Sale, March 14 in Fremont. For $20 you can 
have a table for your wares. It is located at the Art Association which is Gallery 92, 92nd West 6th, Fremont. 
Barb Egr is a  featured participant in an art showing in Lincoln, March 6th, 6-9pm. Location is 119 S. 9th 
Street. The show is “Noyes” Pop of Color. Congrats, Barb! 
  
        Motion to Adjourn: Sara Wamsat    2nd Motion: Barb Mathewson 
  
                                               Meeting Adjourned page 10 



FUND RAISER COOKBOOK INFORMATION 

Please read all instructions very carefully and a maximum of 5 recipes per artist.    

Deadline for all recipes is May 1, 2020.  

 

Please send these to Jo Anne Nielsen                                                                                                                                                                    

joannenielsen64@gmail.com or 7335 Shadow Lake Dr. #312  Papillion, NE  68046                                                                                                                                                                                 

or 

Susan Stevens                                                                                                                                                                                                                

susan4now@gmail.com or 13961 Poppleton Circle   Omaha, NE  68144 
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Fun Shops- 3rd Wednesday   Luncheons-4th Wednesday 12:00 noon                                         

Lutheran Church of the Masters                                                                                                                        

February 19       February 26                                                       

March 18       March 25                                                              

April 15       April 22                                                                  

May 20       May 27 

                       June meeting with potluck , date and location to be announced 

Hot Shops Art Studio  
1301 Nicholas St. 

Theme: “Shadows” 
 

Registration:Tuesday, April 28, 11 -1 pm 
Reception:Sunday, May 3, 2 -4 pm 
Take Down:Sunday, May 31, 2-4pm 

Linda Guynn                                                                              

P.O.Box 504                                   

Plattsmouth, NE  68048 


